‘Alaska

Conservation

Alaska Conservation Voters

Conservation

V oter

www.acvoters.org

Winter 2009

Making Alaska a Clean Energy Leader

This fall, over 53 individuals from 27 conservation groups attended the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the ACA, our
sister organization. Participants interacted with an impressive group of guest speakers including Senators Johnny Ellis and Joe

Thomas, DEC Commissioner Larry Hartig, DNR Commissioner Tom Irwin, DOTPF
Commissioner Leo von Scheben, DOTPF Director Jeff Ottesen, and Special Assistant for
Natural Resources Joe Balash. Leaders in the conservation community were able to have a
dialogue with speakers on topics ranging from energy efficiency and renewable energy to
transportation. The conversations were enlightening for all participants and we hope to be

able to continue this open communication throughout the coming year.

In addition to the opportunity to talk with these decision-makers, Alaska’s
conservation community set their priorities for the upcoming legislative session. After
careful consideration, promoting emerging clean energy technology, an Energy Savings

Center and public transportation were chosen as the top three priorities.

Public Transportation

ACYV supports increased state funding :
: Cold Climate Housing Research Center
§n0ted that Alaska’s energy efficiency
:programs were spread through seven
- different state affiliated entities. In

for public transportation in Alaska
to decrease the cost of travel, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and cut down
congestion. We will be working hard to

get a $5 million capital appropriation for :
:to energy efficiency and conservation,
§ACV is pursuing the creation of the
- Alaska Energy Savings Center (AESC),
-a one-stop-shopping center.
:could include a comprehensive listing
§0f renewable energy, energy efficiency
and conservation programs for Alaska’s
‘ residential, commercial and industrial
- sectors.
- education and research would be integral
: to the program.

single occupancy vehicles on the Glenn :

This appropriation would : ipteorate into existing programs include:

the Regional Transit Authority (RTA)
created in June 2008 by Anchorage
Mayor Mark Begich and Mat-Su
Borough Mayor Curt Menard. Currently
there are limited public transportation
options between the Mat-Su Valley and
Anchorage - RTA is the entity to develop
an optimal transportation solution for
these problems. For example, there is
a waiting list of over 700 commuters
desiring cheaper travel alternatives to the

Highway.
include money for 50 new vans and for

: Alaska Energy Savings
: Center

An energy efficiency report to the

response to this uncoordinated approach

Services

Energy efficiency outreach,

New offerings that AESC could

o :* Education, outreach, workshops
upgrades to existing vans - an extremely : .4 events for residential
cost-effective means of transport. commercial and  industrial  users
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education center.

* Energy efficiency :
store front and online

Senator Ellis discussing legislative
priorities at the AGM

- Emerging Clean Energy
: Technology Fund

The creation of the Renewable Energy
:Grant Fund in 2008 was a critical first
- step in the process of promoting a secure
- clean energy future for Alaska. However,
éthe Renewable Energy Fund was not
“designed for not fully commercialized
-technologies. We need to emphasize to
- the Governor and the legislature that it is
“in the state’s best interest to adequately
écapitalize a renewable energy research
‘and development fund, including
-the creation of targeted workforce
- development training programs.
§There is a great need in Alaska to train
-workers at the vocational/technical and
‘university levels to enter the quickly
- developing renewable energy and energy
-efficiency industries. Establishing an
- Emerging Technology Fund will not only
-engage faculty and students at Alaska’s
University system, it could also lead
-to the formation of renewable energy
: companies with markets and applications
éaround the world. The $55 billion/year
:“clean energy” business is expected to
-at least quadruple worldwide by 2015.
- Establishing an Emerging Technology
:Fund is one way to position Alaska to
: capture some of this global interest, grow
- our cutting edge University programs and
- create a highly valued cContinued On Page 4
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Conservation Voter

I’m wondering if we can alter the world’s perception of Alaska as an energy state.

Can we go from Big Oil to Big RED (Renewable Energy Developer)? Can we be
the first state to reach the goal of having 50% of our electrical generation coming from
renewable energy supplies by 2025?

Just as “Alyeska”, the Aleut name for the “Great Land” morphed into “Alaska,”

This is not just wishful thinking when you consider these facts:

* Thanks to hydro development in Southeast and Southcentral, renewable energy
already supplies 24% of the state’s electrical need.

* Alaska has 40% of the US’ untapped hydropower — 256 sites with continuous
power greater than 2500 KW.

» Western and coastal portions of the state have world class wind rated ‘excellent’
and ‘outstanding’.

* Alaska has 50% of the nation’s tidal energy potential. The Icy Strait Cross Sound
area in Southeast has 4 sites capable of generating a composite 2500MW.

* Alaska also has four distinct geothermal resource regions, with three large-scale
geothermal power projects now being proposed.

+ Alaska has 75% of the nation’s wave energy potential.

Looking solely at projects currently being evaluated in the Railbelt area, one can
already find a path to 50% renewable by 2025. Lake Chackachamna hydro, Fire Island
wind, Mt. Spurr geothermeal, Eva Creek wind and Cook Inlet tidal alone could provide
an additional 2.28 billion kWhs of renewable electricity. This would be almost half of
the current 5 billion kWh demand in the Railbelt.

Equally exciting is Alaska’s potential to be a world leader in emerging clean energy
technology. Thanks to research and testing at Chena Hot Springs, Alaska is now
the ‘go to’ state for generating power from low-temperature geothermal. The newly
established AK Center for Electricity and Power at UAF is leading the way on in-
stream hydro devices. Alaska also has the opportunity to lead in the commercialization
of technologies like biomass gasification, tidal power, and energy storage.

Judging by the response to the newly established Renewable Energy Fund, we also
have entrepreneurs to match Alaska’s wealth of renewable energy. The first round
generated 114 proposals for over $400 million to help launch $3 billion worth of
projects. The second round generated another 115 proposals. We need to honor the
financial commitments to the Renewable Energy Fund as well as start a program to
fund emerging technology.

Put it all together — wealth of renewable resources, viable projects, state of the art
research, and the pioneering, can-do spirit — Alaska could become the Great Land for
the Clean Energy Economy. However, proposed coal projects threaten to derail this
clean energy train. We can’t get to this clean energy future overnight, but Alaska is
fortunate to also be blessed with the perfect bridge fuel — natural gas.

No other state is positioned to transform and lead on energy like Alaska. And to this
end, ACV and our sister organization, Alaska Conservation Alliance will pursue any
and all opportunities to implement this vision. And our efforts are paying oft! Governor
Palin recently set this very goal — 50% renewable energy by 2025!

Please do your part by supporting ACV — a results driven organization making a

i !
difference for Alaska! _—
= /.



Apply for the 2009 ACV Fly-In!

Planing is underway for ACV’s 2009 Legislative Fly-In,
March 8th — 10th in Juneau, AK.

Don 't miss this great opportunity fo...

* Hone your skills as an activist
* Study the workings of the Alaska Legislature

* Network with fellow pro-conservation Alaskans
* Meet with your elected officials

Fly-In is an opportunity to develop
your activist skills, meet with legislators,
and build up knowledge on how to make
your voice heard at the capitol and in any
campaign! The Fly-In is intended to be
one part learning, one part practicing,
and one part hands-on experience in
our state capitol for anyone who is - or
aspires to be - a conservation activist or
advocate.

N

Who can go? R

Anyone interested in learning more about conservation
issues and how to make a difference is welcome to apply. We
enthusiastically invite conservation-minded folks of all levels
and all interests to apply.

The Legislative Fly-In is sponsored
by the Alaska Conservation Voters and
Alaska Conservation Alliance. Fly-In
participants will be reimbursed for most
travel expenses, lodging while in Juneau,
and one meal a day.

If you want more information or to
register, please email Sue at sue@akvoice.org.
Space is limited, so interested parties
are strongly encouraged to submit their
applications as soon as possible. M

State of the State: ACV’s Election Report

Let’s start out with three simple words to summarize
ACV’s election report, “Yes we did.” Across Alaska, voters
elected pro-conservation candidates. All in all, 23 of ACV’s
26 endorsed candidates were elected (an 88% success rate!)
and while we are disappointed about the three we missed,
there are too many exciting opportunities ahead to look back

For the 2008
elections, ACV used
our full arsenal of tools
to educate voters and
help our candidates win.
Armed with a meager
budget, our paid and

volunteer canvassers
communicated both
face-to-face and

Martha Levensaler tirelessly making
phone calls for the November Election!

over the phone with
nearly 16,000 voters
in multiple cities and towns about conservation issues and
candidates; we used targeted mail, voter guides and pointed
radio ads to communicate with thousands more. ACV’s
sister organization, Alaska Conservation Alliance, did a non-
candidate related Get-Out-the-Vote ad which aired on stations
across Alaska.

The results speak for themselves. ACV endorsed candidates
include Senators and Representatives, incumbents and
newcomers, from both sides of the aisle. Conservation values
are non-partisan and we’re proud to have supported (to name
only a few!) candidates like Rep. Bob Buch (D, Anchorage),

Senator Joe Paskvan (D, Fairbanks), Senator Kevin Meyer (R,
Anchorage), Rep. Bob Herron (D, Bethel), Rep. Paul Seaton
(R, Homer), and Rep. Beth Kerttula (D, Juneau). While we’re
getting closer to a conservation majority in the legislature,
we’re not there yet. Fortunately, economic and environmental
realities are on our side and the lasting benefits of passing pro-
conservation legislation are becoming too hard to ignore.

Finally, in an era of historical election firsts, ACV would like
to add one more ‘first’ to the list, and that’s the election of Mark
Begich to the U.S. Senate. Senator Begich, formerly mayor
of Anchorage, has been a long time supporter of conservation
initiatives  including
reducing green
house gas emissions
and clean  energy
development. For the
first time in ACV’s
history, we endorsed
a U.S. Congressional
candidate and coupled
proven grassroots
outreach, like talking
to voters one-on-one,
with new tactics, like
producing and airing T.V. ads, to help put Senator Begich over
the top. A first for us, but we certainly hope it’s not a last.
So as we move from the work of electing pro-conservation
candidates into the real work of getting pro-conservation law
and policies enacted, Alaska Conservation Voters will adopt a
new three word motto, “Yes we can.” M

Senator Begich at Carpenters Hall

Summer 2007




Donation Guidelines acv501c4 | Aca 501¢3

Gifts to AK Conservation Voters and AK Conservation
Alliance are used for lobbying, voter education general
support and some lobbying. ACV donations are also used
to elect pro-conservation candidates. Because of ACV’s
transformation of renewable energy technologies political activity, donations are not tax-deductible. However,
that have a likelihood of becoming economically contributions to ACV’s sister organization, ACA, are tax-
viable. . deductible and can be done online by Alaskans filing for
. their PFD, just “PICK, CLICK & GIVE.” Please call us
at (907) 258-6160. Thank you for putting your dollars to
work with the most effective conservation organizations in
Alaska! M

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ACV Thanks Governor Palin for 50% Renewable by 2025 Pledge

Alaska Conservation Voters is pleased to announce hand to unveil an inventory of available energy resources in
that Governor Palin revealed her goal for the state to rural Alaska. Villages can use this tool to find alternatives

ACV Priorities continued from Page 1

workforce. As such, the Fund would provide
grants and loans to university researchers, non-
profits, private industry and local governments for
research and demonstration projects and market

Learn more and keep up-to-date on these
prioritiesbyjoiningthe Conservation Watchemailat:
www.acvoters.org/legislation/index.html

receive 50 percent of its energy from
renewable resources by the 2025.
We look forward to working with
the Governor to help achieve what
is the most far-sighted an ambitious
renewable energy goal in the nation.

In a recent press conference,
Governor Palin highlighted the
importance of energy efficiency
and conservation measures, getting
rural communities off high priced
diesel fuel and finding local

ACA postcard to Governor Palin

to the expensive fuel they currently
import by barge and plane. 77
renewable energy projects have
already been approved for funding
through the Alaska Renewable
Energy Fund.

However, in this cost-cutting
climate, itwill be importantto remind
our legislators that investment in
the Renewable Energy Fund and
other emerging technologies or
efficiency programs are necessary

sources of energy. She also threw and prudent steps towards securing a
her support behind the consolidation of Alaska’s six clean and sustainable energy future for Alaska. It will also
railbelt utility companies. be important for this achievable goal of 50% renewable by

Palin’s energy advisor, Steve Haagenson, was also on 2025 to be backed up in policy by Governor Palin.
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